CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



1 . A method for providingVrotection against theft and loss of a portable computer 



2 P • system, the method comprising 



3 



establishing boundary conditions within which the portable computer system is 



4 authorized for use; 

5 tracking a position of the portable computer system with a global position system 

6 (GPS) unit m the portable computer system; 

7 comparing the position to the bouhdary conditions to identify whether the portable 

8 Qi computer system has violated the boundari conditions; and 

^ 1^; performing anti-theft routines when pe position has violated the boundary 

10 ^ conditions. 

^ ^1 0^/ ^' method of claim 1 wherein performing anti-theft routines ftirthe/ comprises 

2 Wi; calling a preset phone number with a cellular calling facility of the portab|ecomputer 

3 system. 

1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein performing anti-theft routines ftirther comprises 

2 prompting a user for a password, wherein when the pa^^ord matches a master password, 

3 operation of the portable computer system contimfes uninterrupted. 

1 4. The method of claim 3 wh^in when the password does not match the master 

2 password, operation of the portable computer system is disabled. 
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5. The method of claim 1 wherein tracjcingiurther comprises reporting the 
position of the portable computei:...system at preset intervals. 

6. A method for providmg protection against theft and loss of a portable computer 
system, the method comprising: 

utilizing GPS (global positioA system) functionality within a portable computer 
system to track a position of the portible computer system; 

identifying when the position ttacked by the GPS functionality violates preset 
boundary conditions of the portable computer system; and 

utilizing cellular calling functionality within the portable computer system to report 
a potential theft of the portable computer^ystem when the preset boundary conditions 
have been violated. 




){y f 7. The method of claim 6 further comprising establishing the preset^undary 
conditions as a chosen distance from a given location within which u^e^f the portable 
computer system is allowed. 



8. The method of claim 6 wherein the sten/^ utilizing cellular calling 
ftinctionality further comprises calling a pr^« emergency phone number. 



9. The method of claimXwherein the step of utilizing further comprises sending a 
location of the portable cprfi]puter system to the preset emergency phone number. 
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10. The method of claim 9 wherein sending further compri^s^ sending the location 
as a data stream using facsimile protocol. 

11. The method of claim 6 further comprisii^ itilizing the GPS functionality at 
regularly scheduled predetermined intervals. 



1 

2 



fed*. 



12, The method of claim 6 fuptner comprising utilizing the GPS functionality 
during booting upon power-up o^e portable computer system. 



9 nii* in a nnrtcih 



3 



A communication :ontrol system for providing built-in anti-theft capabilities 
in a portable computer system, the communication control system comprising: 
a controller; 

a GPS (global position iiystem) unit coupled to the controller for tracking a position 
of the portable computer system; and 

a storage unit, the storage unit coupled to the controller and storing preset 
boundary conditions and out-of-ooundary actions, wherein the controller compares the 
position to the boundary conditions and initiates the out-of-boundary actions when the 
comparison identifies a violation of the boundary conditions. 



14. The system of claim 13\further comprising cellular unit for calling a preset 
phone number as an out-of-boundar)\ action. 
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)0 <^ 15. The system of claim 14 wherein the cellular unit further reports^a ^location of 
the portable computer system. 



16. The system of claim 13 wherein the GPS ui^l^cks the position at preset 
intervals. 

17. The system of claini>5 wherein the storage unit stores a predetermined 
distance from a central lop^on as an in-bounds condition for the portable computer 
system. 
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